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We shall now consider “the unequal yoke,” in its commercial phase, as seen in cases of
partnership in business. This, though not so serious an aspect of the yoke as that which we
have just been considering, will, nevertheless, be found a very positive barrier to the believer’s
testimony. When a Christian yokes himself, for business purposes, with an unbeliever –
whether that unbeliever be a relative or not – or when he becomes a member of a worldly firm,
he virtually surrenders his individual responsibility. Henceforth the acts of the firm become his
acts, and it is perfectly out of the question to think of getting a worldly firm to act on heavenly
principles. They would laugh at such a notion, inasmuch as it would be an effectual barrier to
the success of their commercial schemes. They will feel perfectly free to adopt a number of
expedients in carrying on their business, which would be quite opposed to the spirit and
principles of the kingdom in which he is, and of the Church of which he forms a part. Thus he
will find himself constantly in a most trying position. He may use his influence to christianise
the mode of conducting affairs; but they will compel him to do business as others do, and he
has no remedy save to mourn in secret over his anomalous and difficult position, or else to go
out at great pecuniary loss to himself and his family. Where the eye is single, there will be no
hesitation as to which of these alternatives to adopt; but, alas! the very fact of getting into such
a position proves the lack of a single eye; and the fact of being in it argues the lack of spiritual
capacity to appreciate the value and power of the divine principles which would infallibly bring
a man out of it. A man whose eye was single could not possibly yoke himself with an
unbeliever for the purpose of making money Such an one could only set, as au object before
his mind, the direct glory of Christ; and this object could never be gained by a positive
transgression of divine principle.

This makes it very simple. If it does not glorify Christ for a Christian to become a partner in a
worldly firm, it must, without doubt, further the designs of the devil. There is no middle ground;
but that it does not glorify Christ is manifest, for His word says, “Be not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers.” Such is the principle, which cannot be infringed without damage to
the testimony, and forfeiture of spiritual blessing. True, the conscience of a Christian, who
transgresses in this matter, may seek relief in various ways – may have recourse to various
subterfuges – may set forth various arguments to persuade itself that all is right. It will be said
that, “We can be very devoted and very spiritual, so far as we are personally concerned, even
though we are yoked, for business purposes, with an unbeliever.” This will be found fallacious
when brought to the test of the actual practice. A servant of Christ will find himself hampered
in a hundred ways by his worldly partnership. If in matters of service to Christ he is not met
with open hostility, he will have to encounter the enemy’s secret and constant effort to damp
his ardour, and throw cold water on all his schemes. He will be laughed at and despised – he
will be continually reminded of the effect which his enthusiasm and fanaticism will produce in
reference to the business prospects of the firm. If he uses his time, his talents, or his pecuniary
resources, in what he believes to be the Lord’s service, he will be pronounced a fool or a
madman, and reminded that the true, the proper way for a commercial man to serve the Lord
is to “attend to business, and nothing but business;” and that it is the exclusive business of
clergymen and ministers to attend to religious matters, inasmuch as they are set apart and
paid for so doing.

Now, although the Christian’s renewed mind may be thoroughly convinced of the fallacy of all
this reasoning – although he may see that this worldly wisdom is but a flimsy, threadbare
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cloak, thrown over the heart’s covetous practices – yet who can tell how far the heart may be
influenced by such things? We get weary of constant resistance. The current becomes too
strong for us, and we gradually yield ourselves to its action, and are carried along on its
surface. Conscience may have some death-struggles; but the spiritual energies are paralysed,
and the sensibilities of the new nature are blunted, so that there is no response to the cries of
conscience, and no effectual effort to withstand the enemy; the worldliness of the Christian’s
heart leagues itself with the opposing influences from without – the outworks are stormed, and
the citadel of the soul’s affections vigorously assaulted; and, finally, the man settles down in
thorough worldliness, exemplifying, in his own person, the prophet’s touching lament, “Her
Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy in body
than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire: their visage is blacker than a coal; they are not
known in the streets; their skin cleaves to their bones; it is withered, it is become like a stick.”
(Lam 4:7–8) The man who was once known as a servant of Christ – a fellow-helper to the
kingdom of God – making use of his resources only to further the interests of the gospel of
Christ, is now, alas, settled down upon his lees, only known as a plodding, keen, bargain-
making man of business, of whom the apostle might well say, “Demas has forsaken me,
having loved this present age.” (ton nun aiona)

But, perhaps, nothing so operates on the hearts of Christians, in inducing them to yoke
themselves commercially with unbelievers, as the habit of seeking to maintain the two
characters of a Christian and a man of business. This is a grievous snare. In point of fact there
can be no such thing. A man must be either the one or the other. If I am a Christian, my
Christianity must show itself, as a living reality, in that in which I am; and, if it cannot show
itself there, I ought not to be there; for, if I continue in a sphere or position in which the life of
Christ cannot be manifested, I shall speedily possess naught of Christianity but the name,
without the reality – the outward form without the inward power – the shell without the kernel. I
should be the servant of Christ, not merely on Sunday, but from Monday morning to Saturday
night. I should not only be a servant of Christ in the public assembly, but also in my place of
business, whatever it may happen to be. But I cannot be a proper servant of Christ with my
neck in the yoke with an unbeliever; for how could the servants of two hostile masters work in
the same yoke? It is utterly impossible; as well might one attempt to link the sun’s meridian
beams with the profound darkness of midnight. It cannot be done; and I do, therefore, most
solemnly appeal to my reader’s conscience, in the presence of Almighty God, who shall judge
the secrets of men’s hearts by Jesus Christ, as to this important matter. I would say to him, if
he is thinking of getting into partnership with an unbeliever, flee from it! yes, flee from it,
though it promises you the gain of thousands. You will plunge yourself into a mass of trouble
and sorrow. You are going to “plough” with one whose feelings, instincts, and tendencies are
diametrically opposed to your own. “An ox and an ass” are not so unlike, in every respect, as a
believer and an unbeliever. How will you ever get on? He wants to make money – to profit
himself – to get on in the world; you want (at least you ought to want) to grow in grace and
holiness – to advance the interests of Christ and His gospel on the earth, and to push onward
to the everlasting kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. His object is money; yours, I trust, is
Christ: he lives for this world; you for the world to come: he is engrossed with the things of
time; you with those of eternity. How, then, can you ever take common ground with him? Your
principles, your motives, your objects, your hopes, are all opposed. How is it possible you can
get on? How can you have aught in common Surely, all this needs only to be looked at with a
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single eye in order to be seen in its true light. It is impossible that any one whose eye is filled
and whose heart is occupied with Christ, could ever yoke himself with a worldly partner, for
any object whatsoever. Wherefore, my beloved Christian reader, let me once more entreat
you, ere you take such a tremendous step – a step fraught with such awful consequences – so
pregnant with danger to your best interests, as well as to the testimony of Christ, with which
you are honoured – to take the whole matter, with an honest heart, into the sanctuary of God,
and weigh it in His sacred balance. Ask Him what He thinks of it, and hearken, with a subject
will, and a well-adjusted conscience, to His reply. It is plain and powerful – yea, as plain and
as powerful as though it fell from the open heavens –Be not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers.

But, if, unhappily, my reader is already in the yoke, I would say to him, disentangle yourself as
speedily as you can. I am much mistaken if you have not already found the yoke a
burdensome one. To you, it were superfluous to detail the sad consequences of being in such
a position; you, doubtless, know them all. It is needless to print them on paper, or paint them
on canvas, to one who has entered into all their reality. My beloved brother in Christ, lose not a
moment in seeking to throw off the yoke. This must be done before the Lord, on His principles,
and by His grace. It is easier to get into a wrong position than to get out of it. A partnership of
ten or twenty years’ standing cannot be dissolved in a moment. It must be done calmly,
humbly, and prayerfully, as in the sight of the Lord, and with entire reference to His glory. I
may dishonour the Lord as much in my way of getting out of a wrong position, as by getting
into it at the first. Hence, if find myself in partnership with an unbeliever, and my conscience
tells me I am wrong, let me honestly and frankly state to my partner, that I can no longer go on
with him; and having done that, my place is to use every exertion to wind up the affairs of the
firm in an upright, a straightforward, and business-like manner, so as to give no possible
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully, and that my good may not be evil spoken of
We must avoid rashness, headiness, and high-mindedness, when apparently acting for the
Lord, and in defence of His holy principles. If a man gets entangled in a net, or involved in a
labyrinth, it is not by bold and violent plunging he will extricate himself. No; he must humble
himself, confess his sins before the Lord, and then retrace his steps, in patient dependence
upon that grace which can not only pardon him for being in a wrong position, but lead him forth
into a right one.

Moreover, as in the case of the marriage yoke, the matter is very much modified by the fact of
the partnership having been entered into previous to conversion. Not that this would, in the
slightest degree, justify a continuance in it. By no means; but it does away with much of the
sorrow of heart and defilement of conscience connected with such a position, and will also,
very materially, affect the mode of escape therefrom. Besides, the Lord is glorified by, and He
assured]y accepts, the moral bent of the heart and conscience in the right direction. If I judge
myself for being wrong and that the moral bent of my heart and conscience is to get right, God
will accept of that, and surely set me right. But if He sets me right, He will not suffer me to do
violence to one truth while seeking to act in obedience to another. The same word that says,
“Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers,” says also, “render, therefore, to all their
dues” – “owe no man anything” – “provide things honest in the sight of all” – “walk honestly
toward them that are without.” If I have wronged God by getting into partnership with an
unbeliever, I must not wrong man in my way of getting out of it. Profound subjection to the
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word of God, by the power of the Holy Ghost, will set all to rights, will lead us into straight
paths, and enable us to avoid all dangerous extremes.
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