Jacob’s Dream — its New Testament Fulfillment

Genesis 28; Hebrews 13,5b

Hamilton Smith
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Leading verse: Hebrew 13:5b
Heb 13:5b For he has said, | will not leave thee, neither will | forsake thee.

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 1 alludes to the fine scene recorded in Genesis 28. In
Hebrews 13:5, we read, “He has said, | will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” Thus the
promise made to Jacob is appropriated to the Christian. So we may rightly conclude that in the
story of Genesis 28 there is a shadowing forth of good things to come. In Genesis God is
speaking to one of the fathers in a dream; in the Epistle to the Hebrews we have, no longer the
partial revelation of a dream, but, the full revelation in the Person of the Son.

In Genesis Jacob is viewed as a pilgrim about to take a wilderness journey, with exceeding
great and precious promises to support him in his journey and bring him home at last. In the
Epistle to the Hebrews we have an application of Jacob’s dream, giving it a fuller, richer
meaning for the Christian. In this Epistle the believer is viewed as a stranger in this world, and
as a pilgrim going on to another world (Hebrews 11:13; Hebrews 13:14); and there is set
before us a glorious Person, and great truths to support us on our journey and bring us to glory
at last.

Jacob’s dream opens with a vision of the Lord in glory at the top of the ladder: so the Epistle to
the Hebrews opens with the great truth that the Lord of glory is “on high.” The Son having
finished His work on earth has “Sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
Throughout the Epistle this great truth is kept prominently before us.

In Hebrews 1:3, He is presented as having sat down on the right hand of God, because of the
glory of His Person: in Hebrews 8:1, He is there as our great High Priest: in Hebrews 10:12,
He is there as a proof that His work is finished, and in Hebrews 12:2, He is there as having
trodden the path of faith and reached the goal.

If, however, the Lord was at the top of Jacob’s ladder, at the bottom there was a poor weak
failing man, encompassed with infirmities and surrounded by temptations. So in the Epistle to
the Hebrews, when we come to the second chapter we find a company of people being
brought on their way to glory. They are spoken of as “many sons” who are going to partake of
glory but, at present, are partakers of flesh and blood; and, as such, are subject to
temptations, compassed about with infirmities, and faced with needs, liable to persecutions,
exposed to the contradiction of sinners, and opposed by adversaries (Hebrews 2:14-18;
Hebrews 4:15-16; Hebrews 10:33; Hebrews 12:3; Hebrews 13:3).

Then, in Jacob’s dream, between the Lord at the top, and Jacob at the bottom, there were
angels ascending and descending. So in the Epistle to the Hebrews, between the Lord on high
brought before us in Hebrews 2, we read of the angels who are ministering spirits sent forth to
minister to the heirs; of salvation (Hebrews 1:13-14.) Here then at the outset of the Epistle we
have a remarkable answer to Jacob’s dream.

Again we learn, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, the two great lessons that Jacob had to learn at
Luz. First we are blessed by the sovereign grace of God that has taken us up, and made us
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heirs of the glory to which we are being brought through a wilderness scene. Second, the
sovereign grace of God that has called us to glory, does not set aside the government of God
that deals with us in chastening on the way to glory. (Hebrews 2:10; Hebrews 12:6).

Moreover, we can see in the Epistle how rich is the provision that God has made for our
wilderness journey. We find, indeed, there is in the Epistle, an answer to every blessing that
grace secured to Jacob. The first great truth that Jacob learned before he took a step of his
journey, was, that the end of the journey is secured. The promised Land was assured to Jacob
and his heirs. So in the Epistle to the Hebrews again and again, we find that heaven is
secured to us. In Hebrews 2:10, we are passing on to glory; in Hebrews 3:1, we are partakers
of the heavenly calling; in Hebrews 4:9, there is a rest that remains for us. In Hebrews 6, the
Forerunner, even Jesus, has entered within the veil. In Hebrews 9:24, Christ has entered into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. Thus, in different ways, the great
truth is pressed upon us that, just as of old the Land was secured to Jacob, so heaven is
secured to the Christian. Whatever difficulties we may have to meet, whatever trials there may
be in the way, though dark valleys, rough ways and many a storm may intervene, yet, at every
step, the glory shines before us. God would have us pursue our pilgrim path in the light of the
glory to which it leads.

Further, Jacob had, not only the gift of the Land, but, the presence of the Giver. So as
Christians we not only have heaven in view as our goal, but we have the Lord’s presence with
us on the way to heaven. Both at the beginning of the Epistle, and at the end, the writer quotes
passages from the Old Testament to prove the Lord is present with His people. In Hebrews 2,
quoting from Psalm 22, he says, “In the midst of the Church will | sing praise to Thee;” and
again he quotes Isaiah 8, “Behold | and the children which God has given Me.” Then, as the
Epistle draws to its close, the Lord’s words to Jacob are quoted to show that throughout our
journey the Lord is with us, as He has said. “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” The
quotations at the beginning of the Epistle show the Lord’s association with His people
collectively: the quotation at the end, His presence with each one individually. Alas! we may
not always be consciously with Him; but He would have us to know that He is with us.

Also Jacob had the assurance of the Lord’s support, for He said, “I ... will keep thee in all
places whither thou goest.” In like manner the Epistle to the Hebrews very blessedly unfolds to
us the priestly grace of the Lord that supports us in our journey through this world. The Lord,
at the top of the ladder, is keeping His feeble, failing saints at the bottom of the ladder. In
Hebrews 7, we learn that the One who is made higher than the heavens “ever lives” for those
who are on their way to heaven. It is true that the man at the bottom should ever live for the
One at the top of the ladder, even as Paul could say, “For me to live is Christ;” but while we
ofttimes fail to live for Him, He never ceases to live for us. Further the Epistle unfolds the effect
of the Lord, at the top of the ladder, living for the man at the bottom. First, from Hebrews 2, we
learn that He can help us in our temptations, and, that He does so as One who Himself has
suffered being tempted. To resist the temptation involves suffering. The Lord, when tempted
would rather suffer than yield to the temptation; and now, in the moments of our temptation, He
is able to help us to suffer rather than sin by giving way to the temptation. Again we learn from
Hebrews 4:15, that He feels for us in our infirmities. He is not unmoved by what His people
suffer from the weakness of the body, for He has not only known temptation, but He has
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known weariness, and hunger and thirst. Lastly He intercedes for us according to His perfect
knowledge of our needs. Thus we have the support of One who, not only lives, but “ever
lives”; and ever living He is able to save us to the uttermost - until earth’s journey ends in
heaven’s glory, and time is closed by eternity.

Then the Lord told Jacob He would bring him into the Land that He had given him. So in the
Epistle to the Hebrews we learn that not only has the Lord secured the glory for His people,
but very soon He is going to bring His people into the glory, as we read, He is “bringing many
sons to glory;” and it is but a “little while,” and we shall reach that glory; for “yet a very little
while, and He that shall come will come; and will not tarry” (Hebrews 10:37).

Finally, just as Jacob is assured that the Lord will be faithful to His word - that what He says
He will do - so again and again we are assured of the immutability of God’s Word. In Hebrews
1, we are told that God has spoken in the Son: in Hebrews 2 we are warned that if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, how much more the word of the Son. In Hebrews 6:16-18 we
learn that God has not only spoken but confirmed His Word by His oath, and the Word and the
oath are spoken of as two immutable things. Then, in Hebrews 12, we have the solemn
warning that when God speaks, His word comes to pass, even to the shaking and removal of
man’s kingdom and the bringing in of the everlasting Kingdom that cannot be moved. And we
are reminded that if God has spoken we can with the utmost confidence rely upon what God
has said. (Hebrews 13:5-6)

Thus, in the Epistle to the Hebrews we have a Christian interpretation of Jacob’s dream. The
Epistle opens by presenting Christ in the glory. It goes on to tell us who this glorious Person is,
for of Him we read, “Thou remainest” and “Thou art the same.” With the passing of time
others pass away, and with the changing years others change; in Christ in the glory we have
found One who will never pass away and will never change. Then, as the Epistle proceeds, we
learn the gracious work that Christ is accomplishing; He is bringing many sons to glory, and as
He brings them on their way, He succours them in their temptations, He feels for them in their
infirmities, and He intercedes for them in their needs. He represents us in heaven, before the
face of God, and in a “very little while” He is coming to receive us into glory. Thus we learn
where Christ is, who Christ is, what He is doing, and what He will yet do in a very little while.
How blessed then the position of the man at the bottom of the ladder, if walking in the light of
the glorious Man at the top.

Extract from “Jacob’s Dream”
in Edification, vol. 6, 1932, p. 263, 285
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